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Editorial
It’s that time of year again already, clocks
soon to be put forward, nights drawing in and a
definite chill in the air. Where oh where did the
‘Summer’ go?
It only seems like last month that I was reminding you of the upcoming
MACI AGM, but guess what…..it is again imminent, (see Message from the
Secretary on page 8 for details). The transcript from the first edition of Flightlines
on page 4 puts forward an argument for delegates from all clubs to attend the
AGM. The reasoning for attending is as valid today as it was then. Please try your
best to ensure that your club is represented.
You will, of course, have noticed that this edition is much smaller than
usual. I am also sure you can guess why! And of course you know where this is
leading. Yes, here I go again, desperately seeking articles and photo’s. If you
have any half decent photo’s, and can throw a few words together, please let me
have them. You do have a fair amount of time to sort something out, the deadline
for the next edition is the end of January 2010. I will be most grateful for
anything you can send in.
Around a month ago I had one of those moments that all model pilots
dread……..a fly away. There I was enjoying a Sunday morning flight when
suddenly I had no control of the model, not even throttle. Being an aerobatic style
plane it soon went into a dive and disappeared into some jungle on the far side of
our flying site. After much searching it has still not been found. Perhaps the worst
thing about that is that I have no way of finding out the reason why it happened.
Both the transmitter and airborne batteries had been charged up over night so I
have no idea what the cause was. Oh well, I suppose I could always take up
model trains.
Fly Safely

Chris Clarke
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Transcript from “Flight Lines - issue 1 – 1986”
Author Jim Clarke R.I.P.

Thoughts on Democracy.
Democracy is great; it allows us to complain as often as we
wish. It also carries an obligation to vote, and unless we comply
with the latter we should not indulge in the former. When we
complain about M.A.C.I. we should be aware it is self criticism,
“you are M.A.C.I.”
There are 16 clubs affiliated to M.A.C.I. which means
approximately 32 delegates are entitled to vote at Council Meetings.
In practice, the attendance at these meetings is nearer one-third of
that number. This means that decisions are made by the majority of
a minority. So it’s democratic, no one may be forced to attend a
meeting and I would not wish it otherwise.
Now see what
happens :Group A wish to make a change. They come to a meeting,
their proposal is accepted and they go happily home, probably not
to be seen again at a meeting until they have some other special
interest.
Group B who have been flying models for quite some time,
read the report and decide they can’t have this so they attend the
next meeting and Group A’s proposal is overturned.
Meanwhile back at the ranch, Group A read the report
………………………. Yes, you’ve guessed it.
It is democracy at its best. People get uptight with the
committee who are sometimes blamed and become frustrated and
discouraged.
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Now, just suppose all delegates attended all meetings, the
ambient temperature might rise a little but we would have more
representative decisions.
I am sometimes told the M.A.C.I. does nothing for the
ordinary modeller. Without conceding that point I would like the
ordinary modeller to come along to a meeting and tell us what he
wants the Council to do. We are democratic, he will get a hearing.
If he is too shy to raise an issue, he should get his delegate to do so.
Happy landings!
Jim Clarke.

__________________________

Note:
Today we have 39 affiliated clubs with less than 50%
average delegate attendance.
The constitution change proposals outlined in this issue will help
control the Group A and B scenario mentioned in Jim’s article.

M. McEvoy
IRL 709
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Proposals to change the MACI constitution:

Amend Article 11 by changing the words “up to four other officers” to “up
to ten other officers” to read as follows :
Article 11.The officers elected at the AGM shall consist of Chairman, Honorary
President, Secretary General, Treasurer, and FlightLines Editor and up
to ten other officers who shall fill such other positions as decided at
the AGM (e.g. Radio Control or Control Line Secretary, PRO etc.).
No one person may fill more than two posts.
Proposed Michael McEvoy, Seconded Finbar Constant

Amend Article 8 by adding the following underlined sections to Article 8 to
read as follows :
Article 8. The MACI shall make rules and regulations (hereinafter called the
Competitions Regulations) covering the different classes of
aeromodelling. These may be amended by proposal at a Council
meeting and if approved, shall appear on the agenda of the following
Council meeting for ratification. No change shall come into force until
ratification and 30 days after members have been notified, either by
post, electronic mail or by publication in the FlightLines. A list of
Competitions Regulations shall be kept and shall be available to
members at a fee decided by the Council.
Proposed Finbar Constant, Seconded Michael McEvoy
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Amend Article 22 by adding the following underlined sections to Article 22
to read as follows :
Article 22. The Council shall have power to make by-laws limiting and regulating
the conduct of members and to vary these from time to time,
publishing such by-laws in the FlightLines. In order for a by-law to be
changed it must come before a Council meeting as a proposal and if
approved, shall appear on the agenda of the following Council meeting
for ratification. No By-law or change to an existing By-law shall
come into force until ratification and after 30 days after members have
been notified, either by post, electronic mail or by publication in the
FlightLines. A list of by-laws shall be kept and shall be available to
members at a fee decided by the Council.
Proposed Finbar Constant, Seconded Michael McEvoy

Amend Appendix E1 by adding the following as a new section No 7 and
renumber the existing No 7 as No 8:
7.

Following approval by the council for any funding, the decision shall be
minuted and placed on the agenda for the following council meeting to
ratify. Only following two council meeting (one to approve and the
second to ratify) shall the funding become available.

Proposed Finbar Constant, Seconded Michael McEvoy
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Message from the Secretary.
As we are approaching the end of another flying season, I’m sure you will
agree that with the exception of September, it was a disappointing year as far as
weather was concerned. It was a year of cancellations and re-scheduling but
however, we can only hope that next year will be more kind to us modellers and
we will see the long winter evening projects come to life in the clear blue skies of
2010.
Again as we are approaching the season’s end, we are approaching our
Annual General Meeting. This will take place on Saturday, November 28th in the
Killeshin Hotel, Portlaoise, at 14.00 hours.
The average attendance at our AGM’s over the years equates to less than
5% of our membership.
So this year, let us change that and those of you who are available, make
an all out effort and come along and participate at your AGM. All members
welcome.
Your Secretary,

Michael McEvoy.
IRL-709
mmacabhui@gmail.com

At its last meeting the council amended By-laws and updated the MACI
Code of Safe practice. It also made a minor amendment to competition funding
rules, (increased from €300 to €500), and to Large Model Identification rules (a
card is now sent to members registering a large model instead of a copy of the
original form).
These by-laws come into effect 30 days from the publication of this
edition of Flight lines.
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Rising Sun Model Flying Club - Cork

Vacancies for 14 Members (only)
(Feb. 2010 - 2011)
€230.00 (Including all MACI costs)

Contact: D. O’Flaherty on or before
20/01/2010
021-4891718

or
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087-7714874

Heli Challenge Trophy Round 2
Cork Model Aero Club
Saturday the 22nd of August started off to everyone’s amazement with
clear blue skies and little to no wind (the infant of Prague must have worked) for
what was to be the first Heli Challenge event to be hosted by the Cork Model
Aero Club.
Most of the morning was taken up by people getting in some practice
flights before the 1st round began and the running of A certificates tests. 5 people
in all passed their A certificates which goes to show how well these events are
promoting helicopter flying in Ireland. Congratulations to Noel Campion,
Federico Gilli, PJ Browne, Alan Gerety and last but not least myself (Diarmuid
O’Mahony).

John O’Rourke who was acting as CD called the pilots briefing and soon
afterwards the set maneuvers got under way with 6 entrants flying Novice and 5
entrants in the Sportman with the judges of John O’Rourke, Philip Hughes and
John Kelly.
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The clear blue skies where now well gone and rain was looking very likely
but it was decided that food was the next order of business and every one got
stuck into the burgers which Ralph McCarthy had been preparing on the
Barbeque.
Luckily the rain never fell and the free style rounds where completed
without any problems. It was looking like this was going to be an incident free
day but the flying continued after the competition had finished and Sylvester
Lenihan gave us an education on what happens to an engine when it runs too
lean!
I would like to say thanks to all the CMAC members who helped organize
and supported the event and ensured the site was in great condition. Thanks to
Philip O’Brien for organizing the prizes (even tough it couldn’t make the event)
and to Ralph McCarthy for his legendary culinary skills.

Heli Challenge Trophy – Round 2 – Novice Results
Competitor
Set
Romak Valickis
124
P.J. Browne
132
Diarmuid O’Mahony 116
Alan Gerety
82
Federico Gilli
92
Joe McNamara
70

Normalised Freestyle Normalised Total
470
190
500
970
500
133
350
850
439
154
405
844
310
124
326
636
348
93
245
593
265
122
321
586

Place
1
2
3
4
5
6

Heli Challenge Trophy – Round 2 – Sportsman Results
Competitor
Set Normalised
P.J. Harte
218
500
George Ryan
200
459
Noel Campion
166
381
Brendan Egan
151
346
Sylvester Lenihan 180
413

Freestyle Normalised Total
216
420
920
226
440
899
257
500
881
200
389
735
142
276
689

Diarmuid O’Mahony
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Place
1
2
3
4
5

F3A World Championships from Pombal
(Portugal) 2009
The first thing I felt when I arrived off the plane in Portugal was the instant
heat. It was approx between 25 to 30 degrees centigrade every day with blue skies
90% of the time. Shane and John had arrived some days earlier so were at one of
the practice sites where I met up with them. This particular site had what was
called a “carpet” runway, made up of a material (wide rolls) used to keep grass
and weeds from growing in a flower bed. It was very effective as the ground was
so dry and compactable. The next few days were available to practice on the main
flying site or at the 6/7 other sites within 80km.
The first thing one
noticed at the competition site
were the number and size of
the trees very close to the
runway, because of which base
lines had to be kept high to
avoid turbulence. The runway
which was about 1Km had to
accommodate 2 flight lines
( 101 pilots) ,25 pilots each end
each morning and afternoon
but because the runway was
running SW to NE both sides
were used each day, the near
Let’s go and fly
side in the morning and the far
side in the afternoon to allow for the suns position in the flight area. Effectively
this meant that each pilot had to fly in front of 4 sets of judges on four different
flight lines for their preliminary flights.
The Irish team had their model processing and official practice flights on
Saturday at 8am. This involved weighing (5Kg), length and wing span (2 metres),
noise check just before flight (94 dB) and for electric models a battery voltage of
42.56V. A tolerance of 1% is allowed on all measurements. The official flight
practice time allowed was 28 minutes per team or 1 flight of 9 mins per pilot. The
weather was very clear but cool at that hour and all pilots had a good flight and no
problems with processing. We were now ready for the next day when the first
round would start. One decision the organisers took which helped the team
managers was that Transmitters weren’t required to be impounded each morning
as most pilots were operating on 2.4GHz. This also meant that pilots could go to
practice sites before or after their flights without needing a spare transmitter.
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Sunday
morning dawned
with a low cloud
base and as Brian
Carolan was 2nd
to fly on line B
we were early at
the flying site.
The pilot doing
the flight for the
judges had to test
the cloud ceiling
before the first
pilot officially got
to start his flight
at approx 10am.
At last we were
Irish Team at the Opening Ceremony
off. Brian had his
1st flight followed by John and Shane later in the day. Over the next 3 days all
pilots completed their 4 flights without mishap and it was looking possible after
the 3rd flights that either Shane or John could still make the semis if they had
really good last flights (which they did but so did other pilots) but alas it wasn’t
to be although Shane was only 2 places from this goal.
Shane ended up in 32nd (within top 1/3), John ended up in 45th ( Top ½)
which as far as I know is the best position for an Irish pilot at their first WC and
Brian ended up in 78th (He was a late replacement for Niall). Overall the team
finished in 15th place out of 37 countries.
It is felt that the Irish
performance is the best ever in terms
of placing’s but it is difficult to
compare with other results as so much
changes all the time. The quality of
the models we use and improvements
in technology have helped improve
the overall quality of the flying. The
top 20/30 in the world have changed
very little but the next 50/60 have
improved dramatically over the last 10
John Martin with Amethyst Biplane
years. We have beaten countries that
traditionally beat us but we have been beaten by countries that we used to beat
regularly. This is one of the interesting facets of travelling to compete against so
many different countries, we never know how we will do.
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The semi finals were held on
Friday, which is comprised of 30
pilots doing 2 ‘f’ schedules and as
expected the final 10 were comprised
of 2 French,3 Japanese,2 USA,1
German,1 Austrian and 1 Italian.
These 10 fly the final day, comprised
of 2 ‘F’ schedules and 2 unknown
schedules that the pilots help put
together on Friday evening, in front
of all 20 judges.
The temperature rose to
approx. 40 degrees with low wind
for these flights so the pilots could
really show their skills to full effect
Winner - Christophe Paysant-Le-Roux
but at the end of the day there was no
match for the consistency and ability of Christophe Paysant-le Roux, who won all
four rounds with relative ease. His brother Benoit took a surprise 2nd place with a
very high score for his last flight and the still young Tetsuo Onda (Japan) took
3rd. Because the le roux brothers finished 1st and 2nd they also wrested the team
prize from the grasp of the Japanese by one place with the USA in 3rd spot.
Finally I must congratulate the Portuguese organisers and people in
general for their very well organised event and hospitality. The Lord Mayor of
Pombal invited us to two separate events where food and drinks were freely
available and we also attended a well run Banquet where we sampled some local
food and entertainment. I must personally thank the team and our supporters for
helping make this trip very successful.

Paul Houlihan
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THE FEENEY FILES

SNIPPETS FROM THE ZONE
GERARD FEENEY RETURNS WITH A QUICK ASSORTMENT OF
‘SPACED-OUT’ R/C AEROMODELLING COMMENTS
Yes, it’s another short session
this time again, as I’ve been too
hassled by other stuff to attempt a
proper article about one thing in
particular. Lemme see what I can
briefly mention this time around…
TOP TEN
Checking through my index
of published Flight Lines articles the Gerard has been doing the Feeney Files for a
other day, I discovered that my
decade now! Can it last, or will he be
‘Feeney Files’ are now ten years on
distracted by the swimming in the 2012
the go, having begun in the third
Olympics?
issue of the 1999 season. Who knew
at that time that I was capable of bitching about R/C aeromodelling for a whole
decade? Well, in truth, I probably did! The question is – can I keep going for
another ten years? Methinks not, as there may be some changes on the way in the
next year-and-a-half. But, we will see how the ball hops and the how the models
keep flying. Watch this space.
MASCOT MOVEMENT

The DB Mascot at an early stage of the
fuselage build.

The re-issued DB ‘Mascot’ highwing trainer/sports model is coming
together slowly since I begun work on it
late in 2008. At the moment the fuselage
and tail feathers are built and the wing
remains to be constructed. The kit is of
reasonable quality with crisp laser-cut
parts and a scanned version of the
original plan, typed instructions, plus a
fairly comprehensive accessory pack. In
my experience so far, the trouble with the
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laser-cut wood is the charred
edges, many of which need light
sanding before gluing the bits
together. That niggle
notwithstanding, the model is
coming together quite well.
Trouble is, it has been deflected
on the build schedule by a more
pressing project, so it will be at
least July before I can return to
The DB Mascot is coming together pretty well, the Mascot again.
but the wing panels have yet to be started.
And what is the more
Hopefully, it will be flying though before Xmas… pressing project? Read on…
BUSH CRAFT
I am now also building
Alex Whittaker’s ‘Bushwhacker’
design from the new Ben Buckle
kit. This 55”-span high-wing
rudder/elevator/throttle trainer
design is AW’s homage to
Boddingtonesque-type traditional
R/C aeromodelling techniques and
regular ‘RCM&E’ readers will be
aware that its plan feature reached
epic proportions over many issues
in the recent past. Presumably
the .15–.25-powered design has

The AW/BB Bushwhacker kit is totally
traditional. Well, that is the whole idea!

Some of the Bushwhacker airframe
components taking shape.

been kitted to hopefully introduce a
wider ‘ARTF generation’ audience to
the delights (?) of traditional airframe
building. Will it be successful in its
goal? Time will tell! All I can say so
far is that, while the wood quality is
good, I am mightily unimpressed by
the part-cutting accuracy and
building instructions. I have almost
run out of Valium-flavoured fairycakes during the building process! I
will say much more about the
Bushwhacker experience in a future
issue.
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The Bushwhacker model is now almost ready for covering and Gerard hopes to get it
flying ASAP. A new, unused, O.S. 15FP, dating from 1992, will power it.

At present, the airframe is essentially complete and the pre-covering
sanding beckons this coming week. As I write this in late May, I am under some
pressure to get this model sorted ASAP, so I guess I will have to concentrate on
that task and forsake all others for the time being.
If only my build times hadn’t failed so much. Once, I could get such a
model done in about six-weeks, now it takes at least six-months! I guess this is
the side-effect of getting older (after all, I will be 50 in 2010 – if I am still alive)
and my much more jaded attitude, plus other ‘external concerns’ which make me
feel less and less like sitting down and gluing yet more pieces of timber together.
FREEZE FLIGHT
Talking of getting a bit jaded, I think I am becoming somewhat soft flyingwise too! Why so? Well, I don’t fly as often as I used to generally (though I have
done better in the last year or so) and I also have been noticeably reluctant to fly
in more bracing/challenging weather conditions. Tragically, on that score, many
cool and breezy winter Sunday afternoons have passed by with me diligently
rearranging my Westlife/Dana/Donny Osmond wall posters when in fact I should
really have gone out and had a few flights.
So, in January to March of this year, I tried to improve the situation by
venturing outside with the ‘Calypso’ on some really dismal, miserable Sunday
afternoons. Often times it was quite windy, sometimes slightly drizzling,
sometimes both. One Sunday afternoon particularly sticks in my mind – it was
horrible. The biting easterly wind and low rolling clouds were yucky to say the
least, and it would have been so easy to wilt and not go into the neighbour’s field.
But, well wrapped up, I ventured forth and ended up having four successful
flights.
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There was a certain
glow of satisfaction afterwards,
knowing that I had made the
effort and got a good result.
Then, in the heavy
snow, I also ventured to the
field – by which time the snow
started to melt somewhat. As
far as I can recall, it was Xmas
1995 since I last flew in snow,
so it was about time I did it
again! All went fine as I was
amply wrapped up once more, Padraic Cryan and Gerard display both the Mascot
and I had my now customary and Bushwhacker airframe parts. So many models
to build, so little time!
quartet of flights with Calypso.
But, an unexpected problem arose…
The glaring snow and blue sky necessitated sunglasses. Trouble was, with
the sunglasses on, I couldn’t wear my ‘long-distance seeing’ specs, so everything
looked slightly fuzzy. The combination of the dark glasses, reflective conditions
and slightly out-of-focus sight meant that I was flying what seemed like a blurred
and indistinct-looking model for all four flights. At times, during some low
passes, the model almost blended into the snowy/grassy backdrop. Not the most
reassuring situation, I have to say! My long-distance sight has really failed in the
last few years, so perhaps I will now have to get prescription sunglasses?
Apart from that, I am glad I went out to fly in the seemingly less-thanideal weather conditions, and I will endeavour to do so as often as possible in
future also. After all, I am sure we will have plenty of wind, drizzle, hail and
snow this ‘summer’!
WATER WINGS
And what of my other leisure-time pursuit – the swimming? Yes, I am still
‘at it’ in that area, but have changed tack slightly.
Because I found the breathing co-ordination so overwhelmingly difficult, I
was in the weird situation that I could accomplish 25-metre pool lengths on one
intake of breath each time I psyched myself up. Like an aircraft in flight, with
everything streamlined and on autopilot, I remained rigidly on course as I did
each length – any attempt at breathing completely threw me off and I failed
miserably.
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Now, I am trying shorter runs again with more breathing attempts. I seem
to be doing a tad better this way. I get a greater number of (admittedly awkward)
breaths in the front crawl and I manage maybe a three-quarter length before it all
goes wrong! My trouble is that I am too tense and, being a control freak, I want to
get everything right, with the result that it all goes hideously wrong! It has been a
very humbling experience thus far!
But, when I set my mind to a challenge, I have unstoppable commitment
and persistence, so hopefully I will progress further in the next decade! (Rather
like the Feeney File submissions?)

Freeze-frame! The long-serving Calypso had a spot of cold-weather flying recently.

On the plus-side, I am getting to ‘model’ all my slinky Asian Arena and
Speedo ‘racer’ swimsuits (the Roscommon Coral Leisure Centre doesn’t know
what’s hit it!), so it’s not all bad news.
The reason I sometimes mention my swimming frustrations and occasional
tiny triumphs is to remind the R/C flying beginners that any worthwhile pursuit
takes both time and commitment to get right. So, if you are currently struggling to
get a first model flying, don’t despair! Seek out experienced help, keep the faith,
and above all persevere. You will get there in the end and become a successful
flier! But, you must realise that frustration is part of the game. To quote an old
saying – “You can’t make an omelette without breaking eggs…”
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As for me being a successful swimmer, well just wait until I get the sharkskin fabric technology Speedo ‘Aquablade’ bodysuit!
BOLDLY GOING…
Finally, I am further deviating from the ‘absolute aeromodelling’ theme,
but it does involve a ‘flying craft’ – and an iconic one at that – the Starship USS
Enterprise.
Being the long-time hard-core ‘Trekkie’ that I am, I saw the new Star Trek
film recently in Carrick-on-Shannon. What a big disappointment that was in
terms of story, characters and picture quality. I note that it’s getting great reviews.
I suppose that, like R/C model aircraft kit reviews, such movie reviews are highly
subjective.
I guess I am saying to take every R/C model aircraft kit review with a
pinch of salt – you gotta sample the model in reality to know what it’s really like!
I have had some disappointing kits in the past that got good reviews – both
traditional and ARTF types. Practical aeromodelling experience quickly shows up
the flaws in the flowery magazine review prose!
As for Star Trek, well all I can say is bring back Rick Berman and
Brannon Braga. For the non-Trekkies in the audience, this is meaningless.
Nevertheless, “Live long and prosper!”

Gerard Feeney
(As a dedicated Trekker I also saw the film, and in my opinion it was the best yet.
Just shows how subjective these things can be. Ed.)
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Heli Challenge Trophy – Round 3
Midland MFC
We could not say we were
blessed with the weather on the 5th
September but at least the rain
stayed away. It was unseasonably
cold and quite windy with a south
westerly gusting to about 30km/h.
However the round was very well
attended with thirteen competitors
and many more helpers and
spectators.
The day followed the
format which has become popular
Heli’s at the Ready
of late with A/B cert examinations
being run off first. Several eager pilots earned their stripes under the keen eye of
the examiners, lead by Heli Secretary P.J. Harte.
When the competition proper got going we had a nice split of seven
sportsman and six novice competitors. As one of the judges I would like to offer
an observation for competitors in future rounds. I suppose, in a way, it’s the key
to winning the Heli-Challenge Trophy – which, of course, was designed so that a
Novice or Sportsman could win. It’s a simple observation, all of those who had a
solid ‘Set Manoeuvres’ and maintained their composure for the ‘Freestyle’ flight,
were in contention for a
win. But several capable
‘3D’ pilots who had a poor
‘Sets’ were out of the
running. If we took one or
two flights of an average
Sunday to practice our ‘Set’
routine and really nail those
manoeuvres then it would
really make the competition
day so much easier and the
scores would reflect this
effort.
Mike, Eugeny & Romka
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Let’s face it – it’s easier to
earn good points in ‘Sets’ than in
the ‘Free’ these days. Of course it is
a prerequisite that the manoeuvre is
fully understood and executed
correctly too. But this is easy; just
get your hands on a copy of the
Manoeuvres which are clearly laid
out in diagram and text. Also, make
it your business to attend the next
judge’s course and hear all the
secrets!
It also worth making a quick
point about the callers, several
points were lost due to bad calling on manoeuvres, this is obviously a symptom of
electing a caller on the day and the caller themselves cannot really be held
responsible. If you want to win then work with a caller during your practice and
be clear on starts and finishes.
Stewards enquiry on PJ's skids

Anyway, back to the day! Novice first and the wind was a real problem for
centring and height control. However, Romka Vanickis from Athlone Club was
clearly on his game with a 24 point margin over anyone else. Particularly
impressive when you hear he has only been flying four months (yikes!). Our own
Donal Culleton was his closest nemesis followed by Declan Gallagher.
There was no let-up in the attack by
Romka in Novice Freestyle, he opened the
gap again, with a score of 185, 34 points
ahead of 2nd placed freestyler Diarmuid
O’Mahoney.
In the end Romka took 1st, Declan
Gallagher 2nd and Diarmuid O’Mahoney
3rd.
Sportsman’s was very competitive
as usual. It was not dominated by one force
PJ & Sylvester
as was novice, what I mean is – although
Noel Campion got the highest score in Set and Paddy Dorney scored highest in
Freestyle, the sly ole dog P.J. Harte sneaked under the radar and due to consistent
scores of over 200 in each discipline, came away with the 1st place. Noel followed
in a very close 2nd and George Ryan gave a solid performance for 3rd.
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David Nolan made the long trip with his dad Liam to help on the judging
panel and also gave a full-blooded freestyle demo flight at the lunch break and a
big thanks to our own Declan double-act, Declan Heneghan and Declan Milne for
the BBQ’d burgers and sausages. Flying continued ‘off the peg’ after the
competition and all agreed that it was a very enjoyable day. Thanks also to CD
John Kelly, fellow judges Philip Hughes and David Nolan and everyone else who
attended and helped out.

David McIntyre
IRL-3703

The Trophies

1st Sportsman - PJ

1st Novice - Romka
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Sportsman
Name
PJ Harte
Noel Campion
George Ryan
Patrick Dorney
Mike Halpin
Sylvester Lenihan
Brian Keating

Novice
Name
Romka Vanickis
Declan Gallagher
Diarmuid O’Mahony
Alan Geraghty
Donal Culleton
Eugeny Bulteson

Set
216
221
204
157
179
159
74

Set
160
133
119
131
136
90

Free
185
137
151
126
106
135

Free
205
195
176
217
187
144
183

Norm
500
370
408
341
286
365

Norm
472
449
406
500
431
332
422

Heli Challenge Trophy
Results

Norm
489
500
462
355
405
360
167

Norm
500
416
372
409
425
281

Total
961
949
868
855
836
692
589

Total
1000
786
780
750
711
646

Place
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th

Place
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
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Scale Nationals 2009
The rain forecasted for day one of the Nationals duly obliged (just
after the pilot briefing) and delayed proceedings for about an hour. A
steady breeze ensured that the Laois clubs main runway was in use most
of day one, and an adjacent one on day two.
Two of the Laois stalwarts were unable to compete this year
namely the MACI Scale Secretary, Paul Fetherstonhaugh and Steve
Elster. Paul was suffering from a severe throat infection prior to the
Nationals and wisely didn't compete. Steve selflessly forfeited his chance
to fly and occupied the judges chair instead as we were one short.

Clubman Class
Clubman scale boasted 11 entries and it was gratifying to see
faces not seen for a few years returning to the fray. It was soon noticeable
that the enhanced placement and execution of manoeuvres observed in the
past couple of years was maintained and even improved this year. Perusal
of the results will show how competitive and closely grouped the scores
were and how our scoring methodology has bedded in.
Seamus Lynch flying a Zlin 50 L set the benchmark with some
assured flying. This first flight represented the best of his 3 rounds with
the half rolls from inverted flight and a few placement errors contributing
to downgrading in rounds 2 and 3. A very good performance considering
that he had not been flying competitively for a few years. Andy Ryan's 1/3
scale petrol powered Super Cub has been a regular over the past couple of
years and his scores over the 3 rounds were very consistent. As with other
competitors who elected to execute an “overshoot", a constant error
leading to a downgrade was evident i.e. approaching the touch down point
too fast. As with all of us who are competing a thorough reading of the
rules and unearthing as much information on the characteristics of the
prototype been flown, will pay dividends. A similar case in point is
contained in the notes on 'Take Off , where it states — If the prototype
used flaps for take off, then the model aircraft should also, but this may be
subject to the competitors judgement taking into account the wind
strength. Any flapless take off due to wind must be nominated to the
judges before take off— most did not.
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Another example evident where marks were lost was not landing
the model as per the prototype i.e. on main wheels, or a three point
landing or as applicable where it has a tricycle landing gear, as
highlighted under "errors"— does not adopt landing attitude appropriate
to subject type. All competitors had models with these three types of
landing gear, but not all competitors demonstrated the correct landing
attitude.
A silver finish on Melvyn Inwoods Texan almost contributed to
its disappearing into the grey skies over the Laois countryside during the
first round. Judicious use of the sticks determined whether it was coming
or going away in the distance, resulting in a safe return. Martin Sweeney,
Kieran McEvoy of the host club and Mark Quigley of the N.D.M.F.C.
were all flying the ubiquitous Pc9 with great effect, all three finishing in
the top 4 positions. Martin and Kieran scoring 1800 points in each of their
two best rounds, demonstrating their thorough knowledge of the
manoeuvres presented, combined with very consistent flying and
placement. Steve Quigley on his first competitive outing with his very
attractive Stearman in white and red livery, petrol powered, placed 2nd
overall with the result that 2 trophies now grace the Quigley's Hall of
Fame, Mark earning a well deserved 4th place.
A Bulldog in RAF colours was John Longs choice of prototype. A
somewhat unsure 1st round was followed by a much more confident 2nd
round. John was unable to attend on Sunday and lost the chance of a third
round. Similarly, Liam Jackson from the Roundwood Club flying a Super
Cub with its large doughnut wheels flew two good rounds, but was also
unable to return on Sunday. Another Pc9 in the capable hands of Brian
Foran put on a spirited display. A third round only marred by a few errors
would have seen him threaten the top 4 positions. Another member of the
Laois Brigade, Fergus 0 Reilly with his Aviomodelli Cessna, powered
with a 120 four stroke had an engine cut necessitating a hasty return to
terra firma in the 2nd round. Resulting damage to the nose wheel caused
his withdrawal from the 3rd round on Sunday.
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F4c Scale
F4c produced 4 competitors . Dave 0' Flaherty with his Dart Kitten ,
up from the Rising Sun Club in Cork, completed his 3 rounds at a slow and
steady pace so typical of the prototype. Liam Jackson of the Roundwood club
demonstrated his large Super Chipmunk, petrol powered, to good effect in the
first round but an inadvertent half turn spin at the top of a stall turn and a nose
over on landing depressed his marks in the 2nd round. Again, being unable to
attend on Sunday has no opportunity to rectify matters in the third round.
Fellow club member Tony Greene had dusted off his highly impressive and
atmospheric Stuka of WW2 notoriety for the event. Flying with all his usual
assurance he was chalking up consistent points in his first round when a
heavy landing caused his premature exit from the event. I was flying my
Super Decathlon Laser 150 four stroke powered again this year and after 3
rounds ran out the winner of the class.

Novice Class
Only one competitor registered for the class. Walter Renno of the
Laois Club flying a very nicely built Fiesler Storch , put in some very credible
flying despite a stiffening breeze which at times upset the stability of this
lightly loaded model. All in all a very good performance, as Walter was quiet
ill with pneumonia a few weeks previously. Well done that man!.
Prize giving was the usual opportunity for photo shots, scurrilous and
unsubstantiated remarks, cat calling and congratulations!. Apart from the
official medallions, the club as usual generously supplied Newbridge
Silverware up to 4th place for competitors and also to Denis Lowry for his
score keeping duties over the weekend. Steve Elster presented the gongs and
Silverware on behalf of the club and thanked all who had made the weekend
so successful.
As C.D. I would like to take opportunity to thank the Laois Club for
again hosting the Scale Nationals. It was very much appreciated by all
participants for the excellent preparation of runways and facilities on offer. A
special thanks must go to Steve Elsters’ wife Aoife, for the excellent
barbequed burgers, salads, tea and coffee she prepared throughout.

Eamonn Keenan
C.D.
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Scale Nationals Results
Clubman Scale
Name
Martin Sweeney
Steve Quigley
Kieran McEvoy
Mark Quigley
Brian Foran
Melvyn Inwood
Andy Ryan
Seamus Lynch
Liam Jackson
John Long
Fergus O’Reilly

Round 1
1878
1805
1808
1704.5
1791
1602.5
1653.5
1667
1542
1466
1578.6

Round 2
1788.5
1779
1380
1798
1751.5
1623
1676
1563
1593
1665.5
1387.8

Round 3 Total (2rds)
1830.5
3708.5
1832
3637
1809.5
3617.5
1790
3588
1637
3542.5
1763
3386
1653.5
3329.5
1181
3230
0
3135
0
3131.5
0
2966.4

Place
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th

F4c Scale
Name
Round 1 Round 2 Round 3 Static Total (2rds)
Eamonn Keenan 1592
1577
1582
1277
3177
Dave O’Flaherty 1059.5 1250
977
1228
2309.5
Liam Jackson
1530.5 1282
0
0
2812.5
Tony Greene
1376
0
0
0

Total Place
4454
1st
3537.5 2nd
2812.5 3rd
688 4th

Novice Scale
Name
Walter Renno

Round 1
1400.5

Round 2
1436.5
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Round 3 Total (2rds)
1256
2837

Place
1st

Picture taken at the North Munster and Connaught Championship, probably 1981 or 1982
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