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Editorial
As I am sure you are aware, the June
edition of Flightlines did not materialize. Only
having enough articles to fill about ten pages, the
decision was taken not to go ahead with it. Instead,
it was decided that with this year being the 70th Anniversary of MACI, this
August edition would be made into a bumper one.
So, here it is. I would first like to thank everyone who has contributed to
this edition, (please keep it up), and also to Michael McEvoy for ‘geeing up’ the
club secretaries with a request for articles and photo’s.
As part of the commemoration of the 70th Anniversary, you will find
enclosed some free aircraft decals.
Some of the contributions from the past certainly remind us of the so
called ‘good old days’. When you think of both the prices of modern equipment
and it’s reliability compared to those days we may look back in the future and see
that these are the real ‘good old days’.
Reading through the competition reports, one common theme stands out,
yes, it’s those adverse weather conditions again. Congratulations must go to both
the Competition Directors for managing to get the events run at all and to the
competitors themselves for making the effort to enter.
I hope you enjoy this bumper edition, and any contributions you can make
to the next one will be much appreciated. The closing date to get them to me for
the October issue is the 30th September.
Fly safely

Chris Clarke
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Cork Model Aero Club Scale Fly-In
A strong and blustery wind greeted the early arrivals at the Cork model
Aero Club’s second annual Scale Fly-in last Saturday (June 6th). Showers were
forecast later in the day. All in all it was a typical Summer’s day, but it did not
deter the hardy scale enthusiasts of the south. Twenty modellers arrived with
many more models on display. Not all models would fly in the high wind but
those who braved the elements pronounced themselves well satisfied with the
day.
This scale fly-in is the brainchild of Tom Barry. Tom has carried the torch
for all things scale in the Cork club for many a year and he was again the main
organiser of this year’s event. His van arrived early in the morning laden down
with copious amounts of sandwiches, cakes, assorted goodies, and models of
course. His Storch is well known by now and a brand new Decathlon also
appeared from the back of the van. Unfortunately the high wind would mean that
these fine models would not take to the air.
Conditions did
not deter club chairman
David Reid who decided
to test the sky with his
2m foam Parkzone
Radion.. It cut through
the wind with ease and
handled the blustery
conditions very well
indeed. He followed this
with a flight on his
Super Skybolt, powered
by a Saito 100 twin…a
lovely combination. Not
to be outdone Diarmuid
O Mahoney prepared his
E-Flite Sea Fury. This tidy model, powered by a 2000mh Lipo was soon
scorching through the sky in a very impressive manner.
Federico Gilli had, once again brought along his air force and his Macchi
was soon flying. It handled the conditions particularly well, and his very
controlled approach and landing, in particularly trying conditions, was
appreciated by all, drawing a well deserved round of applause. Federico’s electric
powered Junkers 52 tri motor (see below) was a real gem, but the conditions
meant that it stayed safely at base.
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Your scribe
arrived with a Tucano.
This is the Overlander
kit powered by the Axi
28/20/10. However as
it was to be a first
flight it was felt that
discretion was safer
than valour and the
model stayed on the
ground.
No
such
problems for Simon
English and his large
FW 190 (above). This
impressive model stopped everyone and we were all treated to a scintillating
display of excellent scale flying. A (very positive) running commentary from
scale maestro Jack Kelleher added to the enjoyment of the assembled throng. All
present showed their appreciation for this excellent display. This would be voted
best scale flight at the end of the day. Not to be outdone Michael Durcan sent his
large Cap 580 (below) into the air and put in an excellent flight.
Flying continued into the early afternoon. Some brave souls braved the
conditions on a regular basis, while the rest of us were content to watch. Tea,
coffee, sandwiches, cakes biscuits were available and all had a very enjoyable
day.
The weather began to close in mid afternoon and proceedings began to
wind down, but not before the end of day presentations and raffle. The event had
been very kindly sponsored by
E mer ald Ho b b ie s …lo c al
member Niall O Sullivan is one
of their leading lights. All had
their tickets at the ready; all
were hoping to win the
excellent Extra kit, a superb
prize indeed. There could be
only one winner however,
Sally Nagle was asked to do
the honours…and Simon
English was the lucky modeller
who took away the prize.
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As is now traditional all present were asked to nominate their choice in
various categories. Prizes were presented to Simon English for best scale flight, to
Michael Durcan for best civilian model, and to Federico Gilli for best warbird.
Chairman David Reid thanked all who arrived and helped to make the day
such a success, even allowing for the inclement conditions. Niall and Emerald
Hobbies were also thanked. As always there was great appreciation for Tom
Barry who had put in a huge amount of work to organise the day.
Scale flying is going from strength to strength in the Cork Club, there is
talk of an informal scale day in September and the third annual Scale Fly-in will
take place next year in June.
We are looking forward to it already.

Tucano Decathlon and Cub wait for a break in the

David Reid’s superb Skybolt is readied for flight

Eoin O Callaghan
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Henry Dagg
Henry Dagg, (after emigrating to Australia, Flavell), passed away in
Mackay, Queensland, Australia on January 30th.
Henry was a long
standing member of the
Dublin Model Flying
Club, Shankhill Radio
Flying Club and MACI .
He held office in both the
MACI and DMFC.
An
early Irish
F3A Champion in the days
of "tip-tip" radios, he later
concentrated on building
flying Scale models.
He participated in
many MACI competitions
around the country, well
liked and full of humour
and laughter.

Henry Dagg Right, Jonny Carroll Centre and Dr H
Charles - founder member of DMFC and MACI Left

Henry did participate as part of the Irish team at the Scale World
Champs in Woodvale. He placed well with his flying, but the static points had
been negatively effected because my German Sheppard and the Baldonnal
Commanders Shepard dog put on a fight near our models on the runway and
did some damage to Henry's model the weekend before the championship!
When I visited him in Mackay he still flew models. But, and I quote:
"There is no challenge if the weather is nice and perfect for flying every day"
Henry never lost his love for the model flying, playing music and
riding his motorbike.
I wish to send my sincere condolences to all his family and friends.
May he rest in peace.

Fred Harno
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Leinster Scale Championships
Saturday 20th June 2009
The weather held good for Saturday, unlike last year when it poured,
although while dry the wind was fresh to moderate, something of a euphemism
for gale force winds used by the met people when they make a balls of the
forecast, cold in the morning and temperatures picked up in the afternoon.
There was a good selection of pilots for Clubman’s representing
different airclass type from war bird to light civilian. Contest Director for the day
was our own Steve Elster, who mastered all operations on the field from a start
time (for him) of 7.45 am to finish at 6.30 pm, and a hearty thanks for all his hard
work which ensured the smooth running of the competition.
All rounds were completed in one day.

Andy Ryan contemplates before Leinster Scale Champs

Thanks also to Mrs Steve, Aoife, who came to a gas barbeque, placed
strategically at the back of the clubhouse to avoid wind blow out, and who from
this cooked heavenly burgers with varied accompaniments for a famished group
of pilots. Much enjoyed.
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The pilots in round 1 of Clubman’s were Mick Murphy with a typically
gull winged Corsair, Steve Kirkpatrick a Cessna in blue and white colours,
(thanks for coming down Steve), Paul Fitzgerald a red and white Decathalon,
Seamus Lynch a dark blue Zlin50L, Kieran McEvoy a Subaru, Brian Foran his
PC 9, and Steve his robust and reliable Piper Arrow. The results posted
demonstrate the fine lines for first, second and third place.

F4c was populated by
our chairman of the Irish
Scale Association, our
patriarch
Eamonn
Keenan, who dusted off
his competitors with his
Decathalon, followed in
inevitably lower rank by
Paul
Fetherstonhaugh
with a DH Beaver and
Dave OTIaherty a Dart
Kitten.
Undoubtedly,
there is room for more
competitors in this class.
Master P. Fitzgerald, age
9 years (hope I'm right
on this) took part in
Look-a-Like with a
trainer aircraft, and who
mastered
the
flight
schedule in very fresh
Master P.Fitzgerald takes his first prize for look-a like
winds, and there is no
doubt his talented flying will shine through in future events.
Today's flying gave an opportunity to further enhance the training
programme for newly qualified scale Judges who participated in the training
seminar held in March of this year, and the marking system and methods for
judging proved satisfactory. Thanks to Eamonn Keenan and Steve Quigley for
their dedicated and continued work on this which is appreciated. Undoubtedly,
further comparative studies and re-evaluation will filter through when Steve
returns from the European F4C Championships in Norway.
Glorious weather is forecast for the next number of days, and as at time
of posting this article such weather certainly prevails. Long may it last, as some
compensation for the last two summers which were poor.
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Joe O’Sullivan explains it all to Eamonn

Leinster Scale Championships 2009 Results
F4C
Pilot
E. Keenan
P Fetherstonhaugh
D. O’Flaherty

Round 1
1639.5
0.0
0.0

Clubman
Pilot
S. Lynch
S. Elster
K. McEvoy
B. Foran
S. Kirkpatrick
M. Murphy
P. Fitzgerald

Round 1
1623.0
0.0
1643.0
1439.0
1473.0
1192.5
1112.0

Round 2
1627.0
1718.0
1705.5
1468.0
984.0
1476.0
1162.0

Round 3
1743.0
1640.0
1454.0
1609.0
1201.5
0.0
1250.0

Total
1685.00
1679.00
1674.25
1538.50
1537.25
1334.25
1206.00

Look-a-Like
Pilot
P. Fitzgerald Jnr.

Round 1
948.5

Round 2
0.0

Round 3
0.0

Total
474.25

Round 2
1500.0
1199.0
0.0

Paul H. Fetherstohaugh
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Round 3
0.0
0.0
0.0

Static
1272.0
128.0
1228.0

Total
2846.75
727.50
0.00

JUDGES COURSE
Saturday 18th April 2009
It's one thing to deal with critical acclaim, another matter entirely to dish
it out, and so it was on the day of our Judges course held at the Maldron Hotel,
Portlaoise.
The little you thought you knew, maybe just enough to get you by, was
soon shot down by the wealth of knowledge in scale proffered by the veteran
experts Steve Quigley and Eamonn Keenan.

Out on the Field

Steve got the morning session off to a good start with an introduction
regarding methods of judging, the art of closely watching the manoeuvre, the
relationship between the model and the prototype, the engine sound and
smoothness of flight. In broad terms, your competitor starts from a base score
often, and your Judge docks a half or one point for errors from the time of call to
completion. Sounds simple, but not so.
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The skill is honed by your familiarity with all aspects of the manoeuvre All. Not a snapshot of what you thought it might be or should be. Ideally, your
Judge should also be familiar with how a particular manoeuvre is flown by the
prototype. An example - Take Off, you push the throttle stick forward, aim into the
wind and gain height rapidly. We see it everyday.
For Scale Judging, you note the engine sound, the call by the competitor
of "now", the acceleration should be incremental and smooth in keeping with the
prototype, maintain a straight line down the runway, and then ascending from the
runway in a scale manner without sudden height gain or wing dip, climbing to a
smooth 90 degrees turn and when the take off is then called as complete.
Steve took us through the mandatory flight sequences and options with a
clarity that left us trainee Judges with a smug glow that we ostensibly knew it all,
beaming like the proverbial Cheshire cat and followed by Edmonn, who took us
through the labyrinth of static judging. In regard to this class, attention to detail and
accurate replication by the competitor is paramount. The entrant to such
competition will be aware of the requirements for photographic evidence, provision
of scale drawings, proof of colour and competitors declaration. We were left much
the wiser after Eamonn's presentation, which shone a light on what some might
consider the dark side of rules and regulations.
After lunch, we set off to the Laois MAC field, Clondouglas, where we
were greeted by our two flight volunteers Brian Foran and Fergus 0 frilly who
under the instruction of Steve duly rendered their assigned manoeuvres. The newly
trained Judges were then asked to mark their score, and after a flight schedule were
queried individually and together as to the awarded marks and reason for deduction
of any mark or half fraction on each manoeuvre.
This was a comprehensive training course, and enjoyed by all as to
complexity and discipline of scale flying, and the inherent fairness of tried and
tested procedures.
A big thanks to Brian and Fergus for doing the honours, and their
participation was much appreciated. Without doubt, the effort made to train as a
scale judge is worthwhile, an4 a unique perspective into the salient features of all
manoeuvres is of benefit to the aspiring competitor who now knows what the
Judges really want.
As MACI Scale Secretary, I wish to express my sincere thanks to Steve
and Eamonn for their clarity of demonstration, giving us their time - it was the full
day, and lastly for imparting to us all their abundance of cutting edge information
in all matters scale.
Paul H. Fetherstonhaugh
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Tipperary Championships 2009.

Competitors at Tipperary Champs 2009

The Aerobatic Competition season got under way early this year with the
first event being hosted by the “Carron Model Flying Club” at Limerick Junction.
The reason for an April start was to allow for better spacing of events and leaving
one free weekend that may be used by a club who may have lost out to the
weather. The week prior to the event was almost wall to wall rain and showed in
the lower field, with many cars needing to be towed out of the mud. Many thanks
to Niall and Dave with the 4 x 4 kit, not bad at a fiver a pull.
Saturday Day one,
After a pilots briefing in the club house with the rain still coming down it
was decided to review the weather at 1-30. To fill out the time some went to the
pub and some of us went to Gordon’s where we had tea, biscuits and watched
flying videos from the lower shelf. We all meet up for lunch and decided to call it
a day based on the visible sky line and weather report, sure enough 1 hour later
the weather improved no end, to late to call a round and haul everybody back
through the mud.
An enjoyable evening meal in the local hotel was to see more eating than
flying.
Sunday Day two.
Sunday was to prove much better with the planes getting to the air on time
after a demo flight by Angus for the judges. After round1of tier1 first place was
to see a draw between Shane and Ray with very little to separate the entire tier.
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Judging was to be a cold station for all on the day. Several layers needed
to keep even mildly warm. Tier 2 with only 5 entrants were next up, Angus was
to be a clear winner here.
A second round of tier 1 got through just before rain set in. Shane was to
take the 1000 with Niall putting in a very strong second flight. Lunch from the
Bar - B- Q was a must at this stage and many thanks to Johnny and Ita for the
cooking and Sylvia for the food preparation. The weather did not know what it
wanted to do with it spitting on and off.
Ray flew a demo round of F-09, it had been hoped to fly a round if the
weather allowed.
After a bit of a wait, round 2 of tier 2 was launched once again, Angus a
convincing winner and this now releases him from the shackles of tier 2 and he
will carve his way up through tier 1. Nice to see fuel power cdi’s win both tiers in
an electric world I think you will agree Gordon.
The weather once again was to play a hand in events and it was decided to
call it a day.
Many thanks to all who entered, helped, judged, cooked and to Luke and
Libby for their help with the scoring.

Tier 1 winner Shane

Tier 2 winner Angus.

Happy campers waiting to be fed.

Leslie Cowpar IRL 2200
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RANK
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

PILOT
Angus Balfour
Dave King
Jim Howard
Stu Holland
Les Cowpar

PILOT
Shane Robinson
Ray Keane
Niall O'Sullivan
John Martin
Gordan James
Brian Carolan
Paul Houlihan
Noel Barrett

TOTAL NORMALISED
1000.0
664.0
560.0
736.0
808.0

TOTAL NORMALISED
1000.0
1000.0
981.6
949.1
940.4
928.6
913.4
777.1

RAW SCORE
490.5
326.0
268.5
353.0
396.5

RAW SCORE
469.5
469.5
434.5
445.0
441.5
424.0
419.0
321.5

NORMALISED
1000.0
664.6
547.4
719.7
808.4

NORMALISED
1000.0
1000.0
925.5
947.8
940.4
903.1
892.4
684.8

RAW SCORE
487.5
323.0
273.0
359.0
393.5

RAW SCORE
462.0
442.0
453.5
438.5
423.5
429.0
422.0
359.0

NORMALISED
1000.0
662.6
560.0
736.4
807.2

NORMALISED
1000.0
956.7
981.6
949.1
916.7
928.6
913.4
777.1

Tipperary Championship Results

RANK
1
4
5
3
2
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LEINSTER AEROBATIC CHAMPS
Due to the decreasing number of Clubs interested in running comps we at
the Model County Flying Club were asked to run this comp in addition to our
usual one.
We, after considerable debate
about losing the field for club activity
and the extra work load, decided to go
ahead and run this comp. We also owe
the Cork Model Flying Club a 'thank
you' for facilitating us re the dates.
The forecast was for a windy/
showery Sat morn and then an improvement. This is what we got.
We had time, allowing for one
long weather break, to run a complete
comp with all rounds being flown.
For the first time in Ireland there
was an 'F' round flown.
This is the schedule flown by
the top 30% at the World Champs in
the Semi Finals and the Final. This is a
more difficult schedule with manoeuvres like a loop with reversed integrated rolls, knife edge loop and 1&1/2 snap rolls from knife edge to opposite
knife edge.
There was a good turnout for F3A Tier1 and Tier2.
Both of these classes
were very closely fought affairs with a good standard of
flying in both. It was great to
see Paddy Gavin return to
Masters which he won in
style.
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We had
no Sports Class
entry,
perhaps
because it was so
early in the year.
We would like to
see and would
welcome some
renewed interest
in this. So if you
think you can fly
a model aeroplane why not
come along and
have a go.
There was a social get together on Sat, evening which was well attended
and enjoyed by all.

There was food and refreshments available all day Sat, and Sun, mostly off
the BBQ. The food available included homemade buns, strawberries and cream as
treats for the guests and helpers.

Brian Carolan CD
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RANKING

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

RANKING

1
2
3
4

1

RANKING

PILOT

Angus Balfour
Shane Robinson
Ray Keane
Niall O'Sullivan
John Martin
Brian Carolan
Paul Houlihan
Gordan James
Noel Barrett

PILOT

Les Cowpar
Dave King
Jim Howard
Kevin Murphy

PILOT

Paddy Gavin

F3A TIER 1

LEINSTER

LEINSTER

1000.00
923.40
962.22
923.40
948.58
868.84
873.03
891.92
795.38

AEROBATIC

AEROBATIC

1000.00
982.01
969.31
948.15
971.43
908.99
892.06
880.42
829.63

CHAMPS 2009

CHAMPS 2009

1000.00
982.04
955.09
943.11
923.15
851.30
859.28
868.26
714.57

1000.00
976.67
930.02
960.45
925.96
882.35
889.45
876.27
744.42

TOTAL NORMALISED R1 NORMALISED R2 NORMALISED R3 NORMALISED R4 NORMALISED

3000.00
2940.71
2886.00
2851.70
2845.97
2660.00
2654.54
2648.61
2369.43
F3A TIER 2

1000
836.4779874
698.1132075
777.3584906

402

R4

1000
810.9756098
800
660.9756098

R3

1000
856.2091503
715.0326797
708.496732

375

1000
836.0655738
756.6204288
730.1387137

TOTAL NORMALISED R1 NORMALISED R2 NORMALISED R3 NORMALISED R4 NORMALISED

3000.00
2528.75
2271.00
2216.00

R2

CHAMPS 2009

410

AEROBATIC

R1

LEINSTER

425

MASTERS

412

TOTAL

A Blast from the past
Below are some pictures, one from days long gone by. This was taken at
Coonagh airfield circa 1979. The models in this picture are somewhat different
from today.
The second picture is of Tony Darcy taken at Spanish Point Flying Club in
may of 2009, a difference of thirty years between both of them.

George Loftus
EI-1377
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Longford Model Aero Club
A Brief History of our club
Longford Model Aero Club began it’s existence circa. 1994, with the
grand total of six members. The founding committee consisted of Ray Fenelon,
John Etherton, Liam Farrelly and Dave Furneaux, later on to include such long
standing current members such as Dave Foley, Colm Kelly and others.
Finding a suitable flying
site is challenging at the best of
times and we tried various
locations until we eventually
found a suitable place within 2-3
miles of Longford Town
(ironically our best flying sites
have been within a similar
distance from the town).
The typical club training
models at that time were the
famous Yamamoto’s, Mascot ’s
etc. Also Aircore 40’s, many will
remember the Aircores, as they were certainly not for the “purist”. They are
manufactured from corrugated plastic which was quite heavy, but extremely
durable.
The Aerobatic aircraft consisted of Acro Wots, Limbo Dancers etc. John
Etherton was one of the clubs most prolific builders, as John would often tear into
a pile of balsa at any time of the day or night and before we knew it he would
arrive the field with one of his latest creations, such as a Zac or a Limbo Dancer.
Indeed Dave Foley is another with a keen appetite for building, however most of
us just did the minimum of building and craved for the day of good quality ARTF
models, which thankfully eventually arrived.
We have done some charity events over the years including a 3 hour “non”
stop flight with a Flair Cub for People in need, for which we raised almost
€1200.00 We have attended many of the shows such as the Abbeyshrule Air
display (which sadly is a distant memory), we also attended Vintage Fairs etc. on
a regular basis.
Our club membership numbers have ebbed and flowed over the years from
a high of around 30 and back down to 6 members at one point !
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Even though we had a great rapport with the landowners of the flying sites
where we flew for several years, we have always set our sights on owning our
own permanent site. This became a priority when we had some disabled members
and found that they had difficulty with access and mobility of wheelchairs in wet
ground conditions.
We decided to approach Bord Na Mona with a view to acquiring a suitable
flying site and we eventually found a suitable site. After several years we
purchased the site and have had the site developed to our needs, with a lot of
effort from the members and kind help from several organizations.
We were on “cloud nine” so to speak, however a farmer that has land in
our area decided that he was going to put a stop to the flying (for no genuine
reason other than he did not like to see us enjoying ourselves !).
Unfortunately, due to the farmers antics we have been faced with refusal
of planning and also the
loss of an appeal to An
Bord Pleanala, mainly
due to the roadway
issues, even though the
amount of vehicle using
the laneway was minimal.
Naturally all of
this has had a negative
impact on our club,
however we started to do
some indoor flying at
Newtownforbes Sports
Complex last winter,
which has been great fun
to say the least.
We also have located another suitable location to flying site, so things are
certainly looking up for us once again.
Fortunately, we have had a very strong core of members over the last few
years and we are delighted to see that the club is in such a healthy state, in spite
of the negatives.
All I can say at this point is “Long live Longford Model Aero Club” !

Dave Furneaux,
IRL-1681)
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Getting Started
Having had a keen interest in all things aeronautical, I decided to invest in
my first glow powered model airplane about 15 years ago. So I'm off to Eason's
to get a magazine on model flying. As luck would have it, I picked up R/C
Model Flying World and looking wide eyed at all the Spitfire's, Mustang's and
other warbirds, I thought this model flying game is for me.
The next hurdle was where to buy, how much will it cost and who to ask.
I saw an ad for Kilkenny model supplies and a phone number; enter one Peter
Bull to the scene. Yes indeed he said, I can supply you any model at any price
just call and see me.
So off with me and my dad to see Mr Bull, sadly he is now gone to his
eternal reward, who showed us a simple trainer which was a very early ARTF.
Baffled by dihedral angles, C of G positions, nicads etc. we made our escape and
headed for Kilkenny to chew on it over lunch.

Gary Brahan With his T28 Trojan

When passing by a computer shop I noticed a Commodore 64 in the
window which was a big step up from my humble Sinclair zx spectrum, so with
model airplane money in hand I arrived home to Tipp, the proud owner of a
Commodore 64, with model flying a distant memory.
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‘Fast forward a few years’; in Eason's again browsing the computer mags I
came across RCM&E and was once again bitten by the magnificent scale Spitfire
on the glossy cover. While reading through the magazine on the way home, I
came across an advert for an unbreakable trainer, the US Aircore 40. ‘This was
the one I was waiting for’. Now where would I get it? An advert on the back of
my magazine for Longford models stood out so I phoned them up. Have you
ever heard of the Aircore 40 I asked? Indeed I have, how many do you want was
the reply. I explained to him that I was new to the modelling scene and wanted a
good starter. With that he told me he had just the job, a shop demo ready to fly.
So on the road again, just like the song, Longford was the next stop.
Within minutes the deal was done and now for that very welcome after sales
advice, ‘don’t try and go it alone’, it will be costly and frustrating, advice I was
very grateful for. This followed with the name of a gentleman in the Tipperary
Model Flying Club, Liam Gleeson.
So the following Sunday, armed with my trainer, I met Liam and followed
him to Littleton bog flying site where I nervously introduced myself to the couple
of lads that were getting their models ready for a day’s flying. Immediately I
knew, this was home from home as one Matt Ryan approached me and
questioned, had I got my flask and if I had any apple tart with me. Matt’s advice,
whatever about forgetting the wings, don’t forget the flask. So I was off to a very
welcoming start.
After a few weeks training I flew my first solo with my trusty Aircore 40
and through many arrivals back to the strip, not landings as we know them,
finally got there with the help of my patient colleagues and their buddy box.
As for the Aircore 40, I still have it to this day, although not flying. It is
hanging from the rafters of the garage like an old friend who seems to wink every
Sunday when the hangar queens are heading for the strip.
So as MACI is heading for its 70th I’m heading for my 15th with TMFC.
To MACI, thank you for the years and your promotion of model flying in Ireland,
long may you continue.
To my dear friends and colleagues in the Tipperary Model Flying Club,
thank you also for your friendship and help through the years.
Yours in Flying,

Gary Brahan IRL 3172
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John Byrne with his Christen Eagle

Chock’s Away Chap’s
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The “Tipperary Model Flying Cub” was formed in October 1975 with
the minimum of six members and today, 34 years later, we can boast of a very
active club of 30 members. Among our members of very young and not so young
are two dedicated young members, Siné Fleming and John Marnane. Siné is the
only female member of the club and watched over by dad, Willie, while John,
who recently had his first solo flight of a Ready 2 aircraft is the son of our current
treasurer, Pat.
Current officers of the club are as follows:
Chairman,
Brian Johnson, Shanbally, Cloheen.
Secretary,
Maurice Walsh, Castlecourt, Carrick-On-Suir.
Treasurer,
Pat Marnane, Woodenstown, Cahir.
As mentioned earlier, the club was formed in 1975 and affiliated to the
“Model Aeronautics Council of Ireland” in 1976. In the early days we operated
from a flying site in Roscrea, courtesy of the Roe family in Killavilla. For many
years our models could be seen in the skies over Killavilla and were always a
welcome sight. Although the field was shared with a herd of Friesians, it
presented no problem, and once their curiosity was satisfied they ambled away to
allow us get on with our
business of flying or crashing.
Yes, single channel bang bang
with no elevator wasn’t the
best way to get a model down
especially when one had to
contend with 60 foot high
beech trees.
However,
thankfully, we have progressed
from those early days and now
have the sophistication of
computerised radio sets with
mind boggling technology.
John with his Ready 2
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The earlier days again
remind me of the free flight
models which were powered by
several metres of 5mm wide
rubber or a small diesel stuck on
the nose which we chased over
ditches from field to field hoping
to get it back intact. The excuse
for cigarette smoking then was
the need to light the fuse through
the rubber band holding the tail
down.
In 1979 and early 1980s
“Tipperary Model Flying Club”
hosted the “Midland Model
Flying Championships” which
were held in Birr Airfield, Co.
Offaly, courtesy of the owners,
the Corboy family, the Midland
Flying Club and later the Ormond
Flying Club, whose members
Siné with Boomerang
resorted to cross country flying
for the week-end to allow us get on with our competitions. The author was a
founder member of the Ormond Flying Club and in 1980 had a first solo flight in
a Rally Morane 100.
The competitions we ran covered all disciplines of our hobby with of
course the absence of helicopters. Sadly, due to our small membership then, we
were forced to discontinue with these championships and concentrate on taking
part in the other national run events.
As there is now a good Midland Model Flying Club operating on a bog
site in Boora, who knows, maybe we will someday see the resurrection of the
Midland Championships?
As our membership started to grow and extend throughout the long
County of Tipp, it was time to search for a second flying site and the by-roads of
mid Tipp were travelled in our search. Once again, courtesy of the Mockler
family on the North West side of Thurles, we were facilitated and again shared
our site with a herd of curious cattle. A good shovel was always in demand and
an important part of the check-list before leaving home.
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As time went on and as the Southern numbers started to increase, it was
time to search again and having spent some time in Thurles racecourse, we finally
settled on a Littleton bog site owned by the Quirke family who extended a ‘Cead
Mile Failte’ and put at our disposal a section of bog which is now developed and
fenced and is probably among the safest flying sites in the country. We also have
in situ a portacabin which is used for meetings, gossip and of course the
mandatory cuppa.
Ten years plus have now gone by since we arrived in Littleton and
whereas 34 years ago, 50% of our members came from North Tipp, this is now at
20%. What a turnaround!

Tipp. MFC Fun fly in the bog

During the summer months, flying will take place two or three evenings
per week and on most Sundays throughout the year, weather permitting. On a
fine Sunday one can see a good mix of trainers, scale models, gliders and
helicopters and not forgetting Tommy with his r/c buggy.
New members are always welcome in our club where they are first
introduced to our Club’s Constitution, Flying and Safety rules. Complimentary
training facilities are available which eliminates the frustration of repairs and
replacements which sometimes can have a negative effect on a young person
getting involved in aeromodelling.
Our annual trip to the BMFA Nationals takes place again this year at the
end of August when the fun starts with “who sleeps with who”. Yes, we share,
room and separate beds of course.
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On a personal note, when I look back on the past 34 years since the
formation of our club, all six founding members are still with us, thank God.
Five of us are still active flyers and hopefully will carry on for some time to
come. Forgive me if I sound a little biased if I refer to our club as one of the
finest in the country. The camaraderie among the members is wonderful and the
craic and bantering is great. Long may it continue?
Our club, and I am sure all others, should be very grateful to the
landowners who facilitated us over the years. Without these people our sport and
our hobby would be almost non-existent.
As we now celebrate the 70th anniversary of the “Model Aeronautics
Council of Ireland” we wish the association continued success in promoting
this wonderful sport and we pay tribute to those who were responsible for its
formation and continued success throughout the years.
Thank you and well done!

Michael McEvoy
IRL – 709
Tipperary Model Flying Club.

mmacabhui@gmail.com

Our website can be found @ www.roscreaonline.com or link from www.maci.ie
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SCALE GALA 2009
On the 6th of June last we held the 2009 Scale Gala. We modelers never
seem to catch a break with the weather and considering the previous weekend, we
could not have been more unlucky. Either way we and our competitors battled on
bravely and an enjoyable and jovial event was held.
Modelers traveled from as far as Cavan in their mobile house!?!?! starting
out as early as five
o’clock in the morning
to
get
to
the
competition. It was a
pity
that
more
competitors did not
attend but that is their
loss and ours. These
events are supposed to
about competing and a
gathering of like
minded individuals for
a day of banter and
enjoyment.
Chocks Away

Here we go
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With Eamonn Keenan competing in F4C I was witnessing flying as good
as any I have seen from Eamonn especially considering the windy conditions.
Even with no competition in this class he gave a great display and was in spirited
good humour as always throughout the day, keeping us all amused with his
anecdotes and stories, thanks Eamonn.
In Clubman there was tough competition for the top spot with Liam butler
with his YAK 54 just beating our own Andy Ryan flying a Cub. The conditions
made it very difficult to fly a high wing plane such as the Cub with great
precision and grace, but great efforts were made by Andy.
But in NOVICE there was James Murphy who would have given anyone
in Clubman a run for their money with his PC9 which seemed to be flying in
calm conditions. I hope that James will attend the Nationals and possibly enter
Clubman. If he does, watch out as he is a rising star.
Overall a good day was had and plenty of food on the Barbeque all day.
The competition basically ran itself as all knew what to do. Many thanks to our
competitors and Judges especially Steve Quigley. Also many thanks to our club,
and members, for allowing us to run this event and others. There appears to be
very few clubs willing to do this, I wonder why? Yes there is quite a lot of work
involved but I for one, will be there again helping, if we host another scale event
next year. So maybe make the effort and travel to an event this year before it’s
too late.
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Winners All

NAME

CLASS

Round 1

Round 2

Round
3

Final
Score

Place

Eamonn
Keenan

F4C

1216

1417

------

2620.5

1st

Liam Butler

Clubman
Clubman

1470.5

1664

------

1567.25

1st

1326

1359.5

------

1342.75

2nd

1511

1360

------

1435.5

1st

Andy Ryan

James Murphy

Novice

Dessie Owens
IRL-4503
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SCALE FLY IN - PORTLAOISE
Sunday 5th July 2009
Thunderstorms, lightning, flash flooding and so called heavy showers
merging to more prolonged periods of rain with sunny spells predominated in the
days preceding the Scale Fly In hosted by Laois Mac for the Scale Model Flying
Association. A particularly wicked mix.

Joe lets Eamonn know how he did it.

A contingent of our usual attending pilots were put off by the bad omens
for weather conditions predicted by Met Eireann and didn't turn up. As with
everything the devil is in the detail, and luckily the morning held well with sunny
spells and light south easterly winds, which extended into the early afternoon
when showers and then heavier rain became the feature of the day.
Good flying was there in the morning for those who made it early, and
flying between the showers for those who came later.
Joe 0'Sullivan flew a Pitts biplane with style, putting the aircraft through
a varied menu of manoeuvres, as did Eamonn Keenan with his Harmon Rocket.
Eamonn has a clipped wing Piper Cub on his building board and almost
complete. The Scale boffins eagerly await it's arrival.

38

Mick Murphy who is currently working on further improvements for his
Curtiss P40E war hawk, flew his robust Corsair with gusto, as did Martin
Sweeney his smart Cessna. Of interest, Martin has completed the fitting out of a
large scale Cap with 50cc petrol engine, and Spitfire powered by a four stroke
120 from the SC stable, and the arrival of both machines are awaited.
Steve who flew his legendary Piper Arrow, has almost completed
construction of his Spitfire from RCME plans and design by Tony Nuijhus, the
first flight looms very soon. A brace of Spitfires in Laois will certainly raise the
bar for other pilots.
Denis got his Extra 3 SOL sorted, some fine engine tuning did the trick,
and devoured the sky with nail biting manoeuvres. Paul Fetherstonhaugh flew his
usual Spacewalker, which putters along nicely. Kieran McEvoy came for a part of
the day, and offered advice where needed to distressed pilots. Kieran is working
on a PC 9 for those prevalent windy days.
Good chat, banter and high spirits lifted the afternoon grey, and those who
came enjoyed the day. Thanks to Joe and Eamonn for making it down for the day
despite the dire forecast.

Paul H. Fetherstohaugh
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Laois Scale Championships
Saturday 25th July 2009
As a tribute to the first flight across the English channel by Louis Bleriot
on 25th July 1909, it was appropriate and timely that Laois MAC should hold
their Scale Championship some 100 years later to the day. A commemorative
painting was commissioned by the Club to mark this day and completed by
renowned artist and sculptor Eamonn Keenan.
Although July has been a thoroughly wet and windy month, Laois MAC
struck
gold
again, when the
only good day as
forecasted
by
Met Eireann held
true, with calm
conditions and
p l e a s a n t
s u n s h i n e .
Regrettably, the
wind got up as
the day wore on,
but nevertheless
the day held well
overall.
Andy Ryan with his Clipped Wing Piper Cub

The number of entrants was a tad disappointing, but those who came
were rewarded with a relaxed and good humoured day. The committed flyer is the
enthusiast who brings out the best of what is good about scale flying, and is
always eager to share new ideas and projects.
The F4C pilots were first off the block with Dave who flew his Dart
Kitten, and although an early engine glitch spoiled the first take off, it was in
double quick time that Dave overcame this and flew to success.. The Dart Kitten
in red and silver colours has a perfect scale speed and the flying by Dave was
impressive and deft.
Paul flew his De Havilland Beaver, powered by an OS 48 four stroke,
which while steadfast in early calm conditions, was thrown about in the later
wind. Turbulence on approach and landing was a challenge for lightly loaded
models.
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Eamonn the wise flew his Decathalon to his enviable high standard, a
plane which penetrated the later wind with ease. This high standard is hard to
match.
In MACI Scale
came Walter Reno with his
excellent Storch built to a
high and exact standard.
Nothing less for Walter will
do. This was Walters first
outing in scale competition,
and his flying skills matched
his building capabilities, both
well performed and
measured. It has been said
before - watch out for
Walter.
Clubman’s is the class of hot contest,
and this event didn't disappoint. First was
Steve with his Piper Arrow who narrowly
pipped Kieran to second place. Kieran flew
his new Seagull PC9, after a recent recovery
from an out landing in dense adjoining
woodland, a result of dreaded dead stick and
power glow failure. Martin flew to the delight
of all his newly acquired Spitfire, a
marvellous sight to behold with a convincing
Early morning pilots and painting by
scale engine note.
Eamonn Keenan to celebrate Louis
Bleriot’s flight

In the bigger class of scale, a clipped wing Piper Cub was flown by
Andy which captured the attention of all, and a superb sight on low pass and wing
bank manoeuvres showing off it's blue and white sunburst pattern.
All three rounds were flown, the day much enjoyed, and a special thanks
to all those who came, and to our perpetual workers, Steve-CD, Aoife-Champion
Cook, Denis-number cruncher and our Judges.

Paul H. Fetherstohaugh

41

42

43

44

45

SOUTH LEINSTER CHAMPS 2009
Well yet again the recent run of weather was not all that encouraging.
However here in the 'Sunny South East' we always remain hopeful as weather
wise we get our fair share of the good stuff. Sure enough it turned out perfect for
a comp, being a bit windy on Saturday and with really nice air on Sunday.
We
were
not
expecting a huge turnout
due to the bad run of
weather and we were
pleasantly surprised to have
an entry of 14 or 15 pilots.
This entry included 4
for Masters, which was
great to see as this class has
been struggling for the last
few years.
K. Murphy landing

The event ran in a relaxed, but efficient, manner with everybody enjoying
the two days of competition, chat & banter, BBQ and a social night on Saturday.
F3A was competitive as is usual now with rounds being shared in Tier 1
and Noel dominating in T 2.
We are now well into the 2nd season of P09 and the standard is reflecting
this. Make a mistake and you slip down the order quickly. Angus flew an 'F'
schedule on Sunday which was truly 'world class'. Ray and John also flew high
quality F schedules.
The other highlight of
the comp, was the competitive
Masters class with Paddy
Gavin and James Murphy
duelling for first and second
places while Dessie was being
hounded and harassed by
Dominic who tried every trick
in the book to shake 3rd from
Dessie's grasp.
Let go Angus
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James took
a worthy 1st in
the end while
Dessie held on to
third in spite of
D o m i n i c ' s
barnstorming of
the judges in an
attempt
at
intimidation,
which for a while
seemed to be
working if the
look on Ray
Keane's face was
anything to go by.

Noel’s Beauty

On the hospitality front the competitors were greeted with a cuppa with
homemade buns each morning, a large variety from the BBQ/Salad table all day
each day and the now usual strawberries and cream.
On Saturday night we all went out to dinner which went down well and
then most of us went further a field for a few beers and a game of pool.
For the prize giving, we had the now usual framed certificates for all
classes. The members of the IMAAA decided some time ago the spend at our
comps should mostly be on hospitality and facilities rather than spending our
meagre budgets on shiny plastic and cheap 'crystal'. This way all who attend share
in the spend
for the most
part rather
than
the
' u s u a l
suspects'
walking off
with all the
spoils. All
of the prizes
w e r e
graciously
accepted by
the
prizewinners.
Winners - South Leinster Champs 2009
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I would like to thank the club members for making the site available and
ready as well as all those who attended. A special thanks to those who helped out
and to Daphne and Collette.
See you all again next year and maybe some new faces should any of the
other 'pilots' fancy a go.

RESULTS SOUTH LEINSTER CHAMPS 2009
POSITION

PILOT

SCORE

F3A Tier 1
F3A Tier 1
F3A Tier 1
F3A Tier 1
F3A Tier 1
F3A Tier 1
F3A Tier 1

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Angus Balfour
John Martin
Ray Keane
Niall O'Sullivan
Brian Carolan
Gordan James
Paul Houlihan

3000
2979.19
2913.89
2854.23
2750.74
2713.98
2699.92

F3A TIER 2
F3A TIER 2
F3A TIER 2

1
2
3

Noel Barett
Dave King
Kevin Murphy

3000
2726
2706

MASTERS
MASTERS
MASTERS
MASTERS

1
2
3
4

James Murphy
Paddy Gavin
Dessie Owens
Dominick Ryan

3000
2775
2299
1802

GROUP

Brian Carolan
Comp. Director
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HOME INTERNATIONAL CONTROL LINE
AEROBATICS 2009
TOMMY PATTON PARK, BELFAST 23/24 MAY
For the twenty fourth time, England,
Ireland, Scotland and Wales were all
represented at this unique event and were
warmly welcomed by Belfast MFC as hosts.
The Belfast City Council sponsored the event
with a Reception on Friday evening, and for
this facilitated the use of the local Sydenham
Bowling Club hall, behind the site, as the City
Hall is being renovated and is not available.
The local Councillor, Jim Rogers, who has a
particular interest in Sport, made everyone
welcome, and came along to see the flying on
Saturday. The site at Tommy Patton Park is
also provided by the Council and has tarmac
and grass circles which are very much used
and appreciated by the Belfast Club. Kevin
Barry, who flew in the Irish Team, is also
President of the Model Aeronautics Council
of Ireland, who contributed to the finances of
the event.
Saturday morning saw the event under way. The English Team was Bill
Draper, Barry Robinson and Eddie Sharp, with Dave Roberts, Ray Lloyd and
John Allcock for Wales. Ian Galt and Peter Miller represented Scotland, and the
Irish team was Peter Bradshaw, Maurice Doyle and Kevin Barry. The English
Judge was John Bonner,
the Welsh Judge Dave
Copeland, and Mitchell
Shaw and John Black from
the local Club completed
the Judging panel. All the
fliers and the organisers
are indebted to these four,
who gave their time and
endured very inclement
conditions to allow the
event to proceed.
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The weather forecast
was to be wet and windy on
Saturday am, but to clear
and calm somewhat after
lunch. Sunday was to be
similar to Saturday pm.
Unfortunately, the first part
was accurate, but the
improvement was not
sustained. The first Round
was flown in marginal
conditions, but the turbulent
wind was a problem. The
light rain ceased. After the Lunch break, the wind became more unpredictable,
and the second Round was abandoned when some fliers had difficulties. The site
has trees about 6m high on three sides, with some gaps between, and the wind
direction was causing turbulence over the trees and through the gaps. It was
hoped that by the start of the third Round the forecast reduction in wind speed
would make flying more predictable, and so it proved, but not by as much as we
had hoped.
Flying in his first Home International, John Allcock was a victim of
circumstances in the third round when a stray dog somehow got through the fence
(newly mended by the Council) and into the circle. After a short time, it was
persuaded out of the way, and John resumed his schedule. As an experienced
Team Racing flier, John has applies his
knowledge of engines to achieving the perfect
Aerobatics run. His four stroke ran very
sweetly throughout the event, and he was very
willing to share his expertise with other fliers.
Most fliers used tried and tested models and
motors, since success in Aerobatics is aided by
reliability, and nearly all schedules were
completed inside the seven minutes.
The most popular motor was probably
Super Tigre, with Bill Draper, Peter Bradshaw
and Ian Galt using ST51s, and Kevin Barry and
Maurice Doyle ST60s. Peter Miller used an
Enya, which used to be Bill Draper’s choice,
Barry Robinson and Eddie Sharp used Retros
with tuned pipes, and Ray Lloyd a Rustler
Merco.
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The models
were even more
diverse, showing that
there is no fixed
formula to win in
Aerobatics.
Bill
Draper had his Super
Hawk, no 35, Barry
Robinson a Dago
Red, Eddie Sharp a
Super Staris, Dave
Roberts a Cobra in
National colours,
Ray Lloyd his Pendle
Witch, John Allcock
a Cappicat, Ian Galt a Joelle(?), Peter Millar an enlarged Spectre, Peter Bradshaw
a new Blue Pearl, Kevin Barry a Trivial Pursuit variant, and Maurice Doyle his
Aguila.
From the start, the English team set the pace, closely followed by Wales,
and they were even more closely followed by Ireland. In the third round, many
fliers showed remarkable consistency in their scores, as did the team totals. The
team totals for each round were within about 90 points of each other, with the
exception of the Scots, who raised their score by nearly 500 points in the third
round, thanks to the mysterious A N Other. Ireland raised their score slightly, but
not enough to catch Wales. The relative positions therefore remained the same, so
the order was England first, Wales second, Ireland third and Scotland fourth.
Two rounds were
therefore safely on the
board as everyone set off to
Bangor on Saturday evening
for a well earned meal in
agreeable surroundings. The
evening was very settled
and the indications were
good
for
Sunday.
Unfortunately, the morning
was fine but at least as
windy as on Saturday, and
the fourth Round was
abandoned after some major
problems were caused by the swirling wind.
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It
was
again hoped that
the wind would
slacken, but it was
still stretching the
windsock literally
to breaking point
when
it
was
decided
to
abandon the fifth
Round. The event
was decided on
the two Rounds
flo wn
on
Saturday, a big
disappointment for everyone, but dictated by circumstances outside our control.
The prize-giving was held in the hall at nearby Blanchflower Park, again
courtesy of the Council, and the location of our previous flying site (before it was
submerged below a dual carriageway! You should see what that did to the
(relatively) flat circle!). This event started here in 1986, so this was its twenty
fourth year, and John Hamilton, who started it off, was present to see the event
continue and prosper. The Belfast Club were very pleased to see the strong
support, and appreciate the effort made by all present. To the visitors in particular
for travelling to the event, to arrange accommodation, organise the Reception and
meals, run the competition, Judge and tabulate the results, Thank You to
everyone. After some welcome refreshment, the Cool Products Cup was once
again presented to England, so congratulations to them, with Wales second (for
the first time?),
Ireland
third
and
Scotland
fourth.
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This
Report will
be published
in Aviation
Modeller
International,
which
will
likely have
more Photos’.
Photographs
Kevin Barry
(most)
and
Maurice
Doyle

RESULTS
Round 1
3845.8
3936.6
3257.0

Round 2
0
0
0

Round 3
3790.4
3985.0
3339.8

Round 4
3936.4
0
0
TOTAL

TOTAL
7636.2
7921.6
6596.8
22154.6

WALES
RAY LLOYD
DAVE ROBERTS
JOHN ALLCOCK

3701.0
3466.0
3395.8

2914.1
0
0

3664.1
3341.2
3466.9

0
0
2444.5
TOTAL

7365.1
6807.2
6862.7
21035.0

IRELAND
K BARRY
P BRADSHAW
M DOYLE

3280.1
3367.6
3792.9

0
0
0

3398.1
3337.2
3794.2

0
3266.0
0
TOTAL

6678.2
6704.8
7587.1
20970.1

SCOTLAND
IAN GALT
PETER MILLER
A. N. OTHER

3571.2
2878.8
2573.9

0
0
0

3483.2
3238.1
3795.6

0
0
3384.9
TOTAL

7054.4
6116.9
6369.5
19540.8

ENGLAND
W DRAPER
B ROBINSON
E SHARP

Maurice Doyle
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Photo’s from Sean Turner

54

2009 MACI Competition Dates
For all the latest information visit -------www.maci.ie

Date:

Competition:

Venue:

Aug 18th to 30th

World F3A Championships

Portugal

Sept 5/6

Standby Aerobatics date

Sept 19/20

Autumn Aerobatic Activity (team trial)

Sept 26/27

Autumn aerobatic Activity (alternative date)

F3A Aerobatics

Cork MAC

Scale
Sept 13

Scale fly in

Roundwood

Sept 19/20

Scale Nationals

Portlaoise.

Contact Paul Fetherstonhaugh 087-1331736
Sept 27

Scale Fly in

Curragh

Heli Nationals

Carron

Helicopter
Sept 19/20
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Control Line
Sept 19/20

Control line Nationals

TBA

ISR Glide In

Mt. Leinster

Glider
Sept 12/13

Bring & Buy sale
October 31

Royal County Aeromodellers Bring & Buy Sale T.B.A.
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Tipperary MFC at Duxford 2008

